SALAMMBO.
CHAPTER   I.
THE FEAST.
IT was at Megara in the suburbs of Carthage in Hamilcar's gardens.
The soldiers whom he had commanded in Sicily had been accorded by the Grand Council a great feast, to celebrate the anniversary of the battle of Eryx.
The captains, wearing bronze cothurnes,were seated in the central avenue, beneath a purple canopy fringed with gold, extending from the stable walls on one side to the first terrace of the palace on the other ; while the majority of the common soldiers were out under the trees. Farther on in the gardens appeared a number of flat-roofed structures, comprising winepresses, wine-cellars, bakeries, warehouses, and arsenals. The park also environed a court for elephants, pits for ferocious animals, and a prison for slaves.
Fig-trees surrounded the kitchens ; beyond, a sycamore grove extended to masses of verdure, wherein the pomegranates shone resplendent in the midst of white tufts of cotton plants ; vines laden with
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